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EXPORT OF AGRO-INDUSTRIAL
PRODUCTS OF RUSSIA: NEW OPPORTUNITIES
AND DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS

M.M. Butakova, O.N. Sokolova, L.I. Churina

The paper considers the export problem of the agro-industrial products of
Russia. The research relevance lies in the competition conditions in the world
food markets. The paper aims to study the impact of the development of exports of
agricultural products on the stability of the Russian economy.

Considering the strengthening of the position of agricultural products export in
the structure of Russian exports, the paper aims to assess the problems and identify
new opportunities for the development of agricultural products exports based on an
analysis of its dynamics and structure.

The authors applied the methods of economic-statistical analysis to identify
patterns in the dynamics and structure of exports of agricultural products.
During the research, the dynamics and structure of agricultural exports were
analyzed. The authors also calculated the average export price for the enlarged
product groups. They concluded that (1) the share of agricultural exports in the
structure of Russian exports is growing and (2) that there is a need to increase
its efficiency through government support measures. New opportunities for the
export of agricultural products in the world market arise with (1) an increase of
the competitiveness of products, (2) the development of new sales markets, (3) a
stable position of exporters, (4) the efficient production of agricultural products
by national producers.

Currently, it is possible only if state support for export activities is combined
with the initiatives of the agriculture entrepreneurs. The paper will be useful for
regional and federal governments, the scientific community, and anyone interested
in Russian export issues.
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IKCIHIOPT NPOAYKIIUHU
ATPOITPOMBIIIVIEHHOTI'O KOMIIVIEKCA
POCCHHU: HOBBIE BO3MOKHOCTHU
N ITPOBJIEMbI PABBUTUA

M.M. Bymaxkosa, O.H. Cokonosa, JI.H. Yypuna

B cmamvwe paccmampusaemes npobnema sxcnopma npooyKyuu azponpombvlil-
JeHHo20 Komniexca Poccuu. AKmyanbHOCmy Uccie008aHUsl 3aKII0YAEmcsl 8 YCI06U-
X KOHKYPEHYUU HA MUPOBLIX PLIHKAX NPOOOBONLCNBUSL. Yuumuleas ycuieHue nosu-
yuti sxenopma npodykyuu AIIK 6 cmpykniype poccuiickozo SKCnopma, nocmasiena
yenb oyenums npooreMbvl U ONPedenUmy HOGble BOIMONCHOCHIU PA3GUMILS IKCHOPMA
npooykyuu AIIK na ocnose ananusza e2o OUHAMUKU U CIPYKIYPbL.

Asmopul npumeHany Memoowvl IKOHOMUKO-CINATNUCTIUYECKO20 AHANU3A OJIA BbIAG-
JIeHUst 3aKOHOMEPHOCMell 8 OUHAMUKE U CIMPYKMYPe IKCNOPMA CETbCKOXO3SAUCTNGEH-
Houl npodykyuu. B npoyecce npoananusuposanbl OUHAMUKA U CHIPYKITYPA IKCNOpma
cenvckoxosaticmeentou npodykyuu. Taxoice OvLia paccuumana cpeonsisa IKCNOPMHAs
YeHa no YKpYNHEHHbIM MOBAPHBIM 2PYNHAM.

Coenan 61600 0 pocme 001U IKCNOPMA CENbCKOXOZAUCMEEHHOU NPOOYKYUU 6
CMPYKmype poccuticko2o dKCHOPmMa u HeodxXoo0uMoCmu noguluteHus e2o dPghexmus-
HOoCmu 3a cuem mep 2ocydapcmeentoll nooodepaicku. Hoevie 6ozmooicnocmu sxcnopma
npooykyuu AIIK na Muposoil pulHOK 603HUKAIOM NPU YCL0GUU NOGIUUEHUS] KOHK)-
PEHmMOocnocooHocmu npOOyKyuu, 0C80€HUs HOBbIX PLIHKOG CObIMA, CMAOUILHO2O
NONI0ICEHUS. DKCNOPMEPO8, IPPEKMUBHO20 NPOU3BOOCNEA CENbCKOXO3ANUCMEEHHOU
NPOOYKYUU OMeHeCmEeHHbIMU NPou3sooumenimu. B nacmoswee epems amo 603-
MOJICHO MONLKO 8 MOM Cyuae, eciiu 20Cy0apcmeennas noo0epicka IKCHOPMHOU
OdestmenbHOCmu Oyoem couemamucsi ¢ UHUYUAMUSAMU npeonpurumamencii 8 cjpepe
CebLCKO20 XO3ANUCMEA.

Cmamus 6yoem nonesHa 0ns pecUOHAIbHLIX U (edepanbHblX 0pPeaH08 Ynpaes-
JIeHUA, HAYYHO20 CO0OWeCmBa U 6cex UHMEPeCcYIOUUXCs BONPOCAMU POCCUTICKO2O0
aKcnopma.

Knioueswie cnoga: azponpomviuiieHHulll KOMIIEKC, IKCHOPM, MUPOGOL NPOOo-
60JIbCMBEHHBII PLIHOK

Jna yumupoesanusa. bymaxoea M.M., Coxonosa O.H., Yypuna JI. . Dxcnopm
NPOOYKYULU a2pONpoMbILLTIEHHO20 KoMnekca Poccuu: Hogble 603MOdiCHOCMU U NPO-
onemvl pazeumusi // Siberian Journal of Life Sciences and Agriculture. 2022. T. 14,
Ne3. C. 342-354. DOI: 10.12731/2658-6649-2022-14-3-342-354
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Introduction

The research relevance lies in the need to strengthen the orientation of the
agro-industrial complex [AIC] Russia to solve the tasks set by the national proj-
ect “International Cooperation and Export” [10] and the federal priority project
“Export of Agro-industrial complex products” [7].

The effective development of the export of AIC products implies expand-
ing Russian producers on the world food markets while maintaining the coun-
try’s food security. The solution of this task requires (1) growth and effective
use of the existing production potential of the AIC, (2) evaluation of promis-
ing geographical and commodity export directions, (3) increase of the com-
petitiveness of the products, (4) intensification of the government support.
It is necessary to evaluate the problems and identify new opportunities for
the development of agricultural products exports based on an analysis of its
dynamics and structure, taking into account the strengthening of the exports
positions of agricultural products in the structure of Russian exports in the
last decade. To do this, the authors analyzed the dynamics and the specific
structure of agricultural products exports and calculated the average export
price for the enlarged commodity groups. The authors concluded that (1)
the agricultural products exports are dynamically developing and its share
in Russian exports is growing, (2) its efficiency needs to be increased using
government support measures.

Materials and methods.

The methodological basis of this study was the studies by Russian and for-
eign authors in the field of export of the agro-industrial complex [2; 6; §; 11;
12; 16; 17; 19; 20]. The researchers quite convincingly argue the necessity and
expediency of focusing agricultural production on the world food market, as-
sess the potential of Russian producers, and identify factors constraining the
exports’ development. At the same time, changes in demand and the conjuncture
of world food markets create new problems for exporters, the understanding
of which allowed us to form a position on the assessment of new opportunities
for exporting agricultural products to world food markets. To analyze the trends
in the development of Russian exports, we used the methods of economic and
statistical analysis. The reference information for the study was the complex
data of Russian and international databases of export statistics [1; 18]. We ana-
lyzed the dynamics and structure of exports in 2013-2019, which allowed us to
assess the current trends and make assumptions about the prospects of Russia
in the world food market.
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Results
We analyzed the dynamics of Russian exports in 2013-2019. Table 1 [1]
shows the results of this analysis.

Table 1.
Export dynamics. Russian Federation, 2013-2019
Period | .. Amount, Growth rates compared Growth rates
billion dollars to the previous year, % by 2013, %
2013 |526 100 -
2014 |397.4 75.55 75.55
2015 |343.5 86.44 65.30
2016 |280.7 81.72 53.37
2017 |357.8 127.47 68.02
2018 |449.8 125.71 85.51
2019 [420.4 93.46 79.92

Table 1 shows that from 2013 to 2016, the volume of exports in value terms
decreased by almost two times. Among the reasons for the negative dynamics, we
noted anti-Russian sanctions and the unfavorable conjuncture of the world mar-
ket of fuel and energy resources. In the following years, the trend was changed
positively, but with unstable growth that did not compensate for the previous
downturn. The volume of exports in 2019 amounted to only 79.92% of 2013.

Table 2 shows the analysis results of the growth rates and changes in the
position in the structure of Russian exports of commodity groups with nega-
tive dynamics [1].

Table 2.

Export of commodity groups with negative dynamics.
Russian Federation, 2013-2019

Export volume, Share in total Increase in export
111 0,
Product group billion dollars exports, % volume 2019 to 2013, %
2013 | 2019 | 2013 | 2019
Mineral products | 309.8 | 224.5 | 589 | 53.49 -28
Hidden section 80.9 54.1 15.38 | 12.89 -32
Metals andmetal | 45 ¢ | 377 | 776 | 898 7
products
Chemical industry | 5y 4 | 191 | 407 | 455 1
products
Plastics and rubber | 6.38 6.01 1.21 1.43 -6
Transport 5.98 5.12 1.14 1.22 -14
Leatherand fur |~ 51 1 19 | 012 | 005 -68
products
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During the analyzed period, the volume of exports of mineral products
decreased by 28%, chemical industry products — by 11%, metals and met-
al products — by 6%. While maintaining the dominant position of mineral
products in the structure of Russian exports, their share decreased from
58.9% to 53.49%.

In such conditions, one should search for promising areas of Russian export,
one of which may be the export of agricultural products since the increase in its
volumes in the analyzed period was more than 70% (Table 3) [1].

Table 3.
Export of AIC products. Russian Federation, 2013-2019

Export volume, | Share in total | Increase in
billion dollars exports, % | export volume
Product group 2019 10 2013
2013 2019 | 2013 | 2019 o, ’
End of Table 3.
Total 525.964 | 419.676 | 100 | 100 -20
including agricultural products | 16.26 24.6 3.09 | 5.86 51
among them are the following:
Vegetable products 5.77 9.99 1.1 | 2.38 73
Animal products 3.33 5.66 0.63 | 1.35 70
Food, beverages, tobacco 497 5.53 094 | 1.32 11

The high growth rates of exports of agricultural products are primarily a con-
sequence of Russia’s purposeful export policy and the favorable conjuncture of
the world food market. The Decree of the President of the Russian Federation
“On national goals and strategic objectives of the development of the Russian
Federation for the period up to 2024 [9] defines the goal of increasing the vol-
ume of exports of non-primary non-energy goods, among which agricultural
products occupy a significant place. To implement the Decree of the President
of the Russian Federation, the national project “International Cooperation and
Export” [7] and five priority projects have been developed, including the proj-
ect “Export of agricultural products” [10].

Table 4 [1] shows a comparison of the dynamics of export volumes of AIC
products in value and kind.

Comparing the dynamics of the export volumes of agricultural products in
value and kind allows us to judge the decrease in the average export price of
vegetable products, fats, and oils, which requires an increasing increase in the
volume of exports in kind.
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Table 4.
Calculation of the average export price of AIC products.
Russian Federation, 2013-2019

Export Growth E Growth .

Period volume rates b xport volume, rates b Average price,

. ’ Y| thousand tons Y| dollar per 1 ton.

billion dollars | 2013, % 2013, %
Animal products
2013 3.33 100 1774 100 187.71
2019 5.66 169.97 2316 130.55 244.39
Vegetable products
2013 5.77 100 20925 100 27.57
2019 9.99 173.14 44873 214.45 22.26
Fats and oils

2013 2.19 100 2012 100 108.85
2019 3.42 156.16 4722 234.69 72.43

On the one hand, lower prices open access to the capacious markets of
low—income countries. On the other hand, lower prices reduce the efficiency
of exports, the amount of export revenue, require high costs for the production
of AIC products and logistics.

The research results confirm the need to expand export directions by enter-
ing new sales markets, finding ways to increase efficiency, and strengthening
support for AIC products’ export. According to the authors, new opportunities
for Russian exporters may be associated with (1) a change in the preferences of
importing countries, (2) technological shifts in the production, (3) processing
and storage of agricultural products, and (3) the development of international
logistics. The continuous dynamics of change and the instability of the world
food markets require constant monitoring of problems and new opportunities
for the exports’ development and clarification of measures for its state support.

Discussion

In the contemporary Russian and foreign scientific literature, considerable
attention is paid to the development of the AIC exports. The authors are unani-
mous in the evaluation of the Russian agricultural potential, which is sufficient
not only for food self-sufficiency in many types of products but also allows it to
occupy significant positions in the global food market [15; 16; 17]. The works
of well-known national scientists are devoted to the theoretical understanding
of the problem of export-oriented development of the AIC [2; 8; 11]. The most
discussed topic of recent years is the role of the state in support of agricultural
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producers and the export of agricultural products [3; 6; 13; 14]. The scientists
present an interesting view on the possibility of using new organizational forms
and mechanisms to manage agricultural exports [4; 5]. Understanding the sci-
entific discussion on the problems of developing exports of agricultural prod-
ucts allowed the authors to form a position on the application of an integrated
approach to solving problems in the implementation of new opportunities for
exporting agricultural products to world food markets. Within the proposed
approach, on the one hand, one can determine the directions for the purposeful
development of the Russian agricultural producers’ potential considering the
conjuncture of world markets. On the other hand, one expects a comprehensive
assessment of the attractiveness of product and country market segments for
agricultural producers in different regions of Russia. This research can serve
as a basis to form a national program for the agricultural products export and
determine targeted measures of state support for exporters at the stages of pro-
duction and sale of products.

Conclusion

The authors studied the dynamics and structure of exports of AIC products
and noted the outstripping growth rates and an increase in the share of exports
of AIC products in total exports, which indicates its prospects. At the same
time, the authors note a decrease in world market prices for the main groups
of Russian agricultural products, which (1) reduces its efficiency, (2) reduces
the number of export earnings, and also (3) requires high costs not only for the
production of agricultural products but for its delivery. As a result of theoret-
ical and practical studies of the developing issues of the agricultural products
export in Russia, the authors conclude that it is necessary to apply an inte-
grated approach when solving problems and identifying new opportunities for
the effective export of agricultural products. New opportunities are associated
with the changing preferences of importing countries, innovative technologies
for production, processing and storage of agricultural products, and the devel-
opment of supply chains. The constant nature of changes requires continuous
monitoring of problems and new opportunities for the exports” development
and clarification of measures for its state support.
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